
 

Contact: Paul Millet ~ 818-298-4303 or nomdeguerretheatreguild@yahoo.com
                      

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Three world premiere plays kick off first annual, region-
wide Halloween theatre festival

“Wicked Lit” unites 13 theatres and libraries linking Ventura, Los
Angeles and Orange Counties

GLENDALE, CA (October 1, 2008) – The Nom de Guerre Theatre Guild (Paul Millet,
President) announced the creation of  Wicked Literature: A Halloween Theatre Festival
(or  Wicked Lit for short).  The scope of  Wicked Lit involves the creation of new stage
adaptations of classic literature in the thriller genre.  Nom de Guerre will debut Wicked
Lit as a play reading series starting on October 10, 2008 at the Chance Theater in
Anaheim.  The remaining twelve venues include the Pasadena Playhouse Patio (as part of
Art  Walk); the Blank Theatre Company in Hollywood (as part of the BlankÕs Livi ng
Room Series); the Mystery and Imagination Bookstore in Glendale; four Pasadena Public
Library branches including Lamanda Park, the Hastings Library, the Hill  Avenue Library
and La Pintoresca; Theatre 40 in Beverly Hills;  the Culver City Julian Dixon Library;
Glendale Central Library; the Crowell  Library in San Marino, and the High Street Arts
Center in Moorpark.  

Reservations are not required and there is no cost  to attend the readings. The Blank
Theatre Company does ask for an $8 suggested donation.  For information, please contact
Paul Millet at nomdeguerretheatreguild@yahoo.com.

The source material for the Þrst season of Wicked Lit includes:

The Cask of Amontillado by Edgar Allen Poe, adapted by Paul Millet.

The Monkey’s Paw by W.W. Jacobs, adapted by Jeff G. Rack.

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow by Washington Irving, adapted by Jonathan Josephson.

Nom de Guerre plans to produce the first full  theatrical production of  Wicked Lit using
these three plays in fall 2009 at a venue still to be determined.  Along with the theatrical
production, another region-wide play reading series will  run in conjunction offering a
glimpse of three new plays to be produced in fall 2010.  
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“Halloween is  such a popular  holiday” said  Wicked Literature creator and Producing
Artistic Director Paul Millet.  “And yet most Halloween themed programs are centered
on the regional theme parks and haunted houses.  There really isn’t anyone consistently
producing Halloween themed theatre.  And the source material is there, in many cases for
centuries.”

In addition to the entertainment value of the festival, Millet also sees Wicked Lit as a tool
that educators can employ.   ÒWe plan to reach out  to  teachers and students in each
community hosting a play reading.  We will present a Q & A after each reading to discuss
the plays and their relevance to the source material.  With the recent statewide education
budget cuts, I believe that it is our responsibility as artists and citizens to step up and
make an effort to help our teachers reach their kids.Ó 

Nom de Guerre plans to host similar discussions during the run of the fully produced
festival in 2009.

Wicked Literature: A Halloween Theatre Festival was created by Producing Artistic
Director Paul Millet.  The creative staff also includes playwright Jonathan Josephson,
playwright and director Jeff G. Rack and director Katherine Futterer.

The Nom de Guerre Theatre Guild was founded in 1958 by the late actress and director
Bobbi Holtzman as the Northridge Theatre Guild.  Led by new President Paul Mill et, an
effort began in 2006 to restructure the organization that involved the new name, a new
Board of Directors, relocating to Glendale and adopting a new mission centering on the
adaptation of classic literature for the stage.  The creation of Wicked Lit represents the
Þrst venture along that vein.

The full  2008  Wicked Lit play reading schedule includes the following locations and
times:

The Chance Theater ~ Friday, October 10th at 8pm
5552 E La Palma Ave
Anaheim, CA 92807

Pasadena Playhouse Patio (as part of ArtWalk) ~ Saturday, October 11th at 11am-
5pm (Six performances total)
39 S. El Molino Ave.                                                                
Pasadena, CA 9110

The Blank Theatre Company (as part of the Living Room Series) ~ Monday,
October 13 at 8pm
2nd Stage Theatre
6500 Santa Monica Blvd.
Hollywood CA 90038

The Mystery & Imagination Bookstore ~ Saturday, October 18th at 7pm
238 N. Brand Blvd

The offices of the Nom de Guerre Theatre Guild are located at 
107 W. Dryden Street, Suite 106, Glendale, CA 91202.
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Glendale, CA 91203

Lamanda Park Branch Library ~ Monday, October 20th at 6pm
140 S. Altadena Drive 
Pasadena, CA, 91107

Hastings Library ~ Tuesday, October 21st at 7pm
3325 E. Orange Grove Boulevard 
Pasadena, CA, 91107

Hill Avenue Library ~ Wednesday, October 22nd at 4pm
55 S. Hill Avenue 
Pasadena, CA, 91106

La Pintoresca Branch Library ~ Thursday, October 23rd at 6pm
1355 N. Raymond Avenue 
Pasadena, CA, 91103

Theatre 40 ~ Sunday, October 26th at 7pm
The Reuben Cordova Theatre on the Campus of Beverly Hills High School
241 S Moreno Dr.
Beverly Hills, CA 90212

Julian Dixon Library ~ Tuesday, October 28th at 3:30pm
4975 Overland Ave.
Culver City, CA 90230-4299

Glendale Central Library ~ Wednesday, October 29th at 6pm
222 E. Harvard Street
Glendale, California 91205

Crowell Library ~ Thursday, October 30th at 7pm
1890 Huntington Dr.
San Marino, CA 91108

High Street Arts Center ~ Sunday, November 2nd at7pm
45 E. High Street
Moorpark CA 93021

For additional information please call Paul Millet at 818-298-4303.  
Or Email: nomdeguerretheatreguild@yahoo.com

The offices of the Nom de Guerre Theatre Guild are located at 
107 W. Dryden Street, Suite 106, Glendale, CA 91202.


